
Standards, assessment, accountability, and grading—these are the
issues that dominated discussions of education in the 1990s. Today,

they are at the center of every modern education reform effort. As
educators turn to the task of implementing these reforms, they face a
complex array of questions and concerns that little in their back-
ground or previous experience has prepared them to address. This
series is designed to help in that challenging task.

In selecting the authors, we went to individuals recognized as true
experts in the field. The ideas of these scholar-practitioners have
already helped shape current discussions of standards, assessment,
accountability, and grading. But equally important, their work reflects
a deep understanding of the complexities involved in implementation.
As they developed their books for this series, we asked them to extend
their thinking, to push the edge, and to present new perspectives on
what should be done and how to do it. That is precisely what they did.
The books they crafted provide not only cutting-edge perspectives but
also practical guidelines for successful implementation.

We have several goals for this series. First, that it be used by
teachers, school leaders, policy makers, government officials, and all
those concerned with these crucial aspects of education reform.
Second, that it helps broaden understanding of the complex issues
involved in standards, assessment, accountability, and grading. Third,
that it leads to more thoughtful policies and programs. Fourth, and
most important, that it helps accomplish the basic goal for which all
reform initiatives are intended—namely, to enable all students to learn
excellently and to gain the many positive benefits of that success.
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