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Preface

Wayside Teaching: Connecting With Students to Support
Learning defines the most important relationship in education—

the relationship between teacher and student. This relationship is
unavoidable and can be extremely powerful. One more certainty: Our
relationships with students are up to us. Making the most of these rela-
tionships is what wayside teaching is all about.

Wayside teaching is not an add-on, not a program, not fluff,
and—very important for teachers, students, and schools—wayside
teaching is not anti-accountability. On the contrary, wayside teach-
ing practices enhance academic learning and complement academic
rigor because they build student self-concept, motivate learners to
engage in the curriculum, and provide a sense of belonging and
safety that help free learners to participate more fully in their own
education.

Multiple research studies verify the link between what this book
callswayside teaching and student learning.The benefits of wayside
teaching span physical, cognitive, emotional, social, and character-
building aspects of teaching and learning. Through Wayside
Teaching: Connecting With Students to Support Learning,we come to
understand that the connection between teacher and learner is a major
factor in student achievement. Once this is established, we go on to
explore how to expand our influence through wayside teaching prac-
tices. What we do beyond the structured lesson plan, and who we are
as individual role models and mentors, matter to both affective and
academic student development.



WHO SHOULD READ WAYSIDE

TEACHING: CONNECTING WITH

STUDENTS TO SUPPORT LEARNING?

This book is for teachers of all levels of experience and expertise.

• For those with flourishing, successful careers in the class-
room, this book is an affirmation of their practice, with no
doubt more than a few new ideas. We can always get better!

• For those who are not so sure their classroom skills and
methods are where they should be in terms of connecting
with kids to support learning, this book will help bring clar-
ity and new dimensions to practice with strategies that can be
immediately put into place.

• And for new teachers, this book provides insights and ratio-
nale for the value of developing strong relationships, based on
the undeniable fact that we teach who we are. New teachers
will understand and acquire skills and strategies for making
the relationship connections that lead to higher levels of
learning.

HOW IS WAYSIDE TEACHING: CONNECTING WITH

STUDENTS TO SUPPORT LEARNING ORGANIZED?

Teachers know that activation of prior knowledge is a vital part of
learning. The Introduction serves this purpose. Teachers are asked
to complete a 70-item self-analysis that gets to the heart of attitudes,
approaches, and actions that make up wayside teaching. The results
of the self-analysis are then plotted on a grid to provide a starting
point for thinking about how to enhance the tremendous potential of
wayside teaching.

Because the phrase wayside teaching may be new terminology
to many, Chapter 1 centers on defining aspects of the attitudes,
approaches, and actions of teachers who practice it. Research is pre-
sented that supports wayside teaching as a vital contributor to aca-
demic success and to improvement of behavior.

Chapter 2 is the “how to” of wayside teaching. Featured are
12 components that teachers can make realities in their classrooms,
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all framed in the attitudes, approaches, and actions of wayside teach-
ers. Here are the 12 components:

1. Know your students

2. Practice little gestures that matter

3. Reveal your personal self

4. Create and maintain an inviting classroom

5. Promote a culture of acceptance and compassion

6. Help students find their voice

7. Learn to listen

8. Speak carefully

9. Teach skills that help students become autonomous, not
anonymous

10. Build resiliency

11. Encourage imagination and creativity

12. Infuse humor

Chapters 3, 4, and 5 focus on elementary (Chapter 3), middle-
level (Chapter 4), and high school (Chapter 5) classrooms. These
chapters show what wayside teaching looks like at each of the lev-
els, with strategies tailored to correlate with student develop-
ment. Each of these three chapters begins with a refresher on
developmental characteristics of the kids we teach, with graphics
that make the points easily and quickly comprehensible. In each
chapter, the 12 components are then addressed with these develop-
mental characteristics in mind. So elementary teachers can home
in on their particular kids and classrooms in Chapter 3, whilemiddle-
level teachers do the same in Chapter 4, and high school teachers
concentrate on Chapter 5.

Chapter 6 pulls it all together with a summary of what we’ve
discussed in the first five chapters, followed by a perspective on the
typical ways education leaders have approached reform. Quite oppo-
site to the one-size-fits-all methodology, wayside teaching is an
individual-based reform that maximizes the Power of One . . . one



teacher, with his or her own classroom of children or adolescents.
Six goals for wayside teachers are presented, including:

1. Be a reflective teacher

2. Be an observer of students

3. Assume the best

4. Be a positive role model

5. Make wayside teaching habitual

6. Experience the joy of teaching!

Resource A provides eight classroom-ready surveys to help
teachers get to know their students’ interests and learning prefer-
ences. Resource B provides 36 recommended books with brief
descriptions that will help teachers decide on books that specifically
suit their learners’ needs.

WHAT ARE THE SPECIAL FEATURES OF WAYSIDE

TEACHING: CONNECTING WITH STUDENTS TO

SUPPORT LEARNING?

This book is interactive, with concepts illustrated by real teacher
experiences and insights.

• Readers complete a personal self-analysis in the Introduction
and plot their results on a chart, the process of which activates
what we know about our own attitudes, approaches, and
actions regarding wayside teaching.

• Wayside teachers in elementary, middle, and high school
classrooms are highlighted through scenarios about teach-
ing practices that help illustrate important concepts.

• In Chapters 3, 4, and 5, teachers are encouraged to write
about how they will increase the power of their presence
with regard to each of the 12 components of wayside teach-
ing, with space provided for reflection.

• Resource A provides eight student surveys teachers may use
to get to know their students and their learning preferences.

• Resource B provides 36 recommended books that promote
acceptance and compassion for elementary, middle, and high
school classrooms. Each book is briefly described to intro-
duce it to teachers.
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